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President Eisenhower, Secretary Hobby, and Educational Conference 
Commissioner Brownell have officially notified the Plans are Announced 
governors and chief state school officers of the 
several states of plans for a series of state conferences on education, to be 
followed by a White House Conference on Education in Washington before November 
30, 1955. The President's letter to the governors, dated September 20, follows: 


All of us recognize the urgency of solving such serious educa- 
tional problems as shortages of teachers and school facilities and the 
loss of needed trained manpower through illiteracy and school drop- 
outs. Many States and local communities are making progress in 
dealing with these problems. The facts show, however, that we are 
falling behind rather than catching up. 


I deeply believe that the primary responsibility for meeting 
these problems must lie with the States and local communities, and 
that the Federal Government should strengthen and not interfere 
with State administration of education. It is because our citizens 
have taken direct responsibility for their schools and colleges 
that, through the years, American education has flourished. 


Public Law 530, just passed by the Congress, conforms to this 
historic principle of self-reliance. It gives Americans the 
opportunity to determine what steps they can take at local, State 
and national levels to insure the best possible education for our 
youth. This Act authorizes State and White House Conferences at 
which representative citizens and educators can study their educa- 
tional problems at all levels and determine what action should be 
taken. $700,000 has been allocated to the States for defraying 
@ portion of the costs of preparing for and conducting these 
meetings. I have asked Secretary Hobby to write you more in de- 
tail concerning these Conferences. 


With this opportunity to know the facts and understand the 
problems, I am convinced that the people of the United States will 
develop programs of effective action. It is with this conviction 
that I ask you to join with me in bringing about the most thorough, 
widespread and concerted study that the American people have ever 
made of their educational problems. This study is necessary, I 
believe, to make citizens realize the importance of immediate and 
continued action if we are to have agencies that contribute to a 
well-educated nation. 


In my judgment, we have in this program a great opportunity 
to meet the needs of education in our country. 


Secretary Hobby's letter, in the following paragraphs, gives a more defi- 
nite indication of the subjects suggested for consideration: 
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In spite of the vitality of American education today, it faces 
such pressing problems as growing shortages of prepared teachers and 
educational facilities. This is true despite vigorous steps which are 
being taken to meet these needs. For example, for the first seven 
months of 1954 school construction expenditures of the Nation are 


ahead of 1953 by $196 million. 
Neither are we as citizens doing all that we can to solve the 
related problems of school district organization; determination of the 


kind of education that should be provided to meet the needs of indi- 
viduals in a free society; financial support for education; the inter- 
dependence of elementary, secondary, and higher education; and the 
importance of utilizing our best educational resources. 


Included with the material distributed is a list of the specific allocations 
of funds available to the several states under the provisions of the Law. Also 
included is a document entitled "Background Information", which includes both 
factual data and definite proposals for the organization and conduct of the con- 
ferences. It is made clear in all of the documents that the problems of higher 
education are to be considered along with those of the primary and secondary 
schools. The adequacy and effectiveness of such consideration will depend to 
& great extent on the initiative shown both by educators and by friends of higher 
education in developing the state programs. The U. S. Office of Education has beer 
designated as the Federal source of information pending the appointment of the 
committee and organization of the staff for the White House Conference. 


Mr. Neil McElroy, president of the Proctor & Gamble Company of Cincinnati, 
has been appointed by President Eisenhower as chairman of the White House Con- 
ference Committee. 


Selective Service Raises The Selective Service System has announced the sign- 
Graduate Study Standard ing of a Presidential Order which changes the criteria 
for the deferment of students entering graduate schools 
after January 1, 1955 tostandingwithin the highest quarter of the senior class 
or attainment of a score of 80 or more in the Qualification Test. The key amend- 
ment to Section 1622.25 of Selective Service Regulations follows: 


(5) (1) The registrant has been accepted for admission by a 
graduate school to a class commencing on or after January 1, 1955, 
and which is the first such class commencing after the date he 
has completed the requirements for admission, for a full-time 
course of instruction as a candidate for a graduate degree and, 
if such class has commenced, has entered upon such course, and 
(ii) the registrant in his last full-time undergraduate academic 
year at a college, university, or similar institution of learning 
achieved a scholastic standing on that year's work which ranked 
him for that year within the upper one-fourth of the full-time 
male students in his class or has attained a score of 80 or more 
on the qualification test referred to in subparagraph (3) of this 
paragraph, and (iii) the graduate school at which the registrant 
is in attendance has certified that he currently is meeting degree 
requirements and is expected to attain his degree. 


Unlike most of the previous changes made in the college student deferment 
program, this amendment was drafted and signed by the President without prior 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


-3- 


consultation with the Council's Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to 
the Federal Government. That Committee did not have time to discuss the matter 
at its meeting on September 28 but will do so at the next meeting. It will be 


glad to consider expressions of the views of college administrators on the probable 
effects of the new policy. 


The Council's Committee on Relationships of Higher Joint Meeting Discusses 
Education to the Federal Government met in joint session Intergovernmental Problems 
on Tuesday afternoon, September 28, with the Study 
Committee on Federal Responsibility in the Field of Education, a Subcommittee of 
Commission on Intergovernmental Relations. The meeting was arranged on the 
initiative of the Study Committee, which indicated in advance an interest in dis- 
cussing several topics, particularly the general responsibility of the Federal 
Government in the field of higher education and the desirability of a Federally- 
supported National Scholarship Program. 


At its own meeting in the morning and early afternoon before the joint meet- 
ing began, the Committee on Relationships adopted two statements of policy for 
presentation to the Study Committee. The general statement follows: 


We believe that the Federal Government has a responsibility to 
assist, when necessary, in supporting services of higher education 
that are of special importance to the national welfare. 


In keeping with this principle the Federal Government has estab- 
lished and supported numerous programs in the past which offer 
such services. Examples include the Land-Grant College program, 
sponsored research, and veterans’ educational benefits. We 
believe that only after careful analysis and appraisal of the 
individual programs should any modification of them be made. 
Moreover, we believe that the way should be left open to expand 
existing programs and to establish new ones as the needs of the 
nation may indicate -- always safeguarding the American principle 
of local and state control of education. 


The second statement, which in a slightly different form had been drafted 
by a special Subcommittee on a National Scholarship Program at a meeting on 
Monday, follows: 


In order to meet the future needs of the nation we will have to have 
many more well qualified persons who have had a college education. 
Even today there is evidence that serious shortages exist in many 
fields for which college training is essential. 


There is also evidence that the country possesses a potential supply 
of talent to meet its needs but that this talent requires identifi- 
cation, and encouragement to continue into higher education. 


Considerable evidence exists that one of the serious blocks prevent- 
ing some students from pursuing higher education is a lack of 
financial resources. 


Much more information than is now at hand is needed concerning the 
availability and distribution of scholarships and other aids before 

we can determine what additional aid, if any, is needed. Some studies 
have been made and several additional ones by responsible agencies 

are now in progress. One example of this is a series of studies 
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being made by the College Entrance Examination Board for the 
National Science Foundation. 


5. We need the results of such studies before we can suggest the 
place, if any, of the Federal Government in the complex of 
agencies, both Governmental and non-Governmental, contributing 
to the solution of this important problem. 


6. We recommend that the Commission on Intergovernmental Relations 
take no action at the present time respecting the participation 
of the Federal Government in a National Scholarship Program. We 
believe that no sound decision is possible until information 
developed in studies now under way indicates whether or not pri- 
vate, municipal, and state sources will be adequate to meet the 
national need. 


Members of the Study Committee made no formal commitments but indicated 
that the joint discussion had been helpful. The Study Committee's report to the 
Commission is due before the end of October. 


New Law Concerning Public Law 688 of the 83rd Congress authorized changes in the 
ROTC Property Custody current procedure governing custody of military equipment ing 


Army and Air Force ROTC units. The amendment follows: 


That section 47 of the National Defense Act, as amended 
(10 U.S.C. 389), is further amended by deleting the last sentence 
thereof and substituting in lieu thereof the following: "The 
Secretary of the Army or the Secretary of the Air Force in the 
case of property of the Department of the Air Force, shall re- 
quire a bond or other indemnity in such amount as he considers 
adequate, but in no event less than $5,000, for the care and 
safe-keeping of all such Government property issued to an edu- 
cational institution, except uniforms, expendable articles, and 
supplies expended in operation, maintenance and instruction. A 
bond without surety thereon may be accepted by the Secretary of the 
Army of the Secretary of the Air Force, provided the institution 
to which the property is issued furnishes to the Secretary con- 
cerned satisfactory evidence of its financial responsibility." ; 


The legislative history of this Act indicates that it was not the intent am 
Congress to prohibit continuation of the current Air Force experiment looking 
toward the possibility of eventually transferring custody responsibility from 
the institutions to the military departments. 
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